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Transcript
Alex Cumming
Hey Knight Nation, my name is Alex Cumming and welcome to the first episode of the Knights Do That
podcast. This is the new UCF podcast where we're going to talk to some Knights who do some really
amazing things at UCF, in our community, and around the nation. The idea is inspired by our Knights, the
innovators, entrepreneurs, and creators who continue to push the needle forward as students, faculty,
staff, and alumni. At UCF, our current student body is nearly 72,000, and we have over 304,000 living
alumni. Knight Nation is strong. Now a little bit for you to get to know me. My name is Alex Cumming.
I'm a second year transfer into the BFA Theatre acting program. Having done theater for many years in
grade school, I knew that I wanted to continue my training into higher education. Before coming to UCF,
I spent a year working as a full time actor in Chicago. During my time in Chicago, I received an
opportunity to take classes with Second City. Second, City is an improv club that's been around since the
50s that the great minds like Tina Fey, John Belushi, Dan Aykroyd, and Mike Myers all trained in. So to
get to be in that creative environment was very inspiring. I had a great time living in Chicago, having my
independence to travel about the city, and to do what I love, acting and performing full time, was
fantastic. But I got to a point where I knew that I wanted to come back to finish my education and I
came back to do that at UCF. Here at UCF, my primary focus is on acting, building my career both
onstage and on camera. I'm constantly traveling around Florida auditioning for commercials and other
various projects. When I'm not in class, my passions are again performing improv and doing stand up.
Around UCF I perform with Playback UCF, a collegiate based playback troupe in North America. Playback
is a form of improv where somebody from the audience will share a personal story and the performers
on stage will play it back through various forms showing a different aspect or style of the story that the
teller might not have known when they shared it. Along with that, I write for Strike Magazine UCF, which
is an arts and culture magazine that's run by students. What intrigues me is stories, discovery, and what
it is that makes a person who they are. I believe that there's nothing more interesting than a person
with a heartfelt belief in something, whether or not you agree with them, hearing them out on what
they have to say, the honesty that they bring to the conversation when the topic truly comes from the
heart. Now my history with UCF is vast. My mother is a three time UCF grad going from her undergrad
and coming back to receive her doctorate in education. Also working adjunct in the Education
Department too. I grew up in the downtown Orlando area, so I was always around the UCF environment
in one way or another. My high school graduation was even at the Addition Financial Arena, so it'll be a
fun full circle when I graduate there again with a UCF degree. There are photos from games at the Citrus
Bowl of me as a child cheering on the then Golden Knights, so it's been amazing to see the growth of the
football and the university itself from all those years ago when I was so young. Throughout high school, I
would attend UCF football games and so far as a student I have yet to miss a home or a bowl game. My
parents never pressured me to specifically go to UCF, but when I moved back from Chicago, I knew that
UCF felt like home and was the place that I wanted to be. UCF is a place where there's always something
going on, and I love being a part of that fast-paced environment. With this podcast, I look forward to
highlighting the great people that are associated with this university, having fantastic conversations and
emphasizing that the people are what makes UCF such an amazing place. I look forward to hearing from
people who have made an impact at UCF from sports, to arts, to social issues, and to sciences, reminding
people that UCF continues to build a better future for our students and society. So, thanks again for

listening. Be sure to stream and download on whatever platform you use to listen to podcasts. I look
forward to you joining me on this journey where we'll learn how Knights are making a positive impact in
our community, our nation, and the world. And hey, if you're doing something cool, whether that's at
UCF or somewhere UCF took you that we should know about, send us an e-mail at
socialmedia@ucf.edu, and maybe we'll see you on an episode in the future. This podcast was produced
by the UCF Marketing Department with music composed by College of Arts and Humanities professor
Alex Burtzos. Go Knights and Charge On.

